MINUTES OF ESLA’S EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Saturday, September 20*", 2025

held online via Zoom.

Charles-Maurice Wiserplein St., Brussels, B-1040, BELGIUM
Registration no. 860047243984-52



Dear members of ESLA,

You are hereby cordially invited to participate in the Extraordinary General Assembly of
ESLA to be held on Saturday the 20" of September 2025, 09.00-10.30 (CEST).

The mandatory items on the agenda of ESLA’s Extraordinary General Assembly include:

09:00 1 Welcome and Opening of Meeting by ESLA Chair

Approval of Meeting Agenda

09:15 2 Appointment of Meeting President
Appointment of Meeting Secretary

09:20 Finalisation of voting list
Count of voting delegates by the General Secretary

09:25 3 Appointment of two vote counters and minute adjusters from the
present representatives

09:30 4 2025-2027 Mandate Board Update by the ESLA Chair

09:45 5 Changes to ESLA Statutes

Vote 1: ESLA Statutes

10:00 6 Vacant Position for ESLA Board Member

Vote 2: ESLA Board Member

10:15 7 Motions

Any Other Business (AOB) — to be submitted in advance*

10:20 9 Summing up by the ESLA Chair
Miscellaneous Announcements by the General Secretary

10:30 10 Close of Meeting

*If any member associations wish to raise any items to be added to the agenda for Miscellaneous Business,
these will need to be received by email by a deadline of 2 weeks before the date of the GA (by September 6™,

2025). Please send to gen.sec@eslaeurope.eu

Appendices include:

e Appendix A: Statues with Track Changes (sent as separate file)
e Appendix B: Board Member Application: Francesca Ballatore
e Appendix C: Board Member Application Liga Janovska
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2025-2027 MANDATE ESLA BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

Charles-Maurice Wiserplein St., Brussels, B-1040, BELGIUM
Registration no. 860047243984-52

Board position Name Association

Chair of the Board Sahra Mengal Audiologopadisk Forening (ALF) online
Chair Elect Sarah Degiovani Fédération Nationale des Orthophonistes (FNO) online
General Secretary Maria Kyriacou Association of Registered Speech and Language Pathologists of Cyprus (CARSLP; .

. . . f . online

Solomonidou 2UAoyoc Eyyeypappuévwv AoyotraBoAdywv KuTtrpou)
Treasurer Spyros Koutras MaveArvIog ZUAMOYOG AOYOTTESIKWV — AOYOBEQATTEUTWV (PAL) online
Board Member llknur Mavig Dil ve Konusma Terspistleri Dernegi (DKDT) online
Board Member Helje Méller Eesti Logopeedide Uhing (ELU) online
Past Chair Norma Camilleri Association of Speech-Language Pathologists-Malta (ASLP) online
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MEMBERS PRESENT

FULL MEMBERS
L. Official delegates Extra delegates
Country Association . X
(voting) (non-voting)
Austria logopéadieaustria (LA) Claudia Graf
Belgium Vlaamse Vereniging voor Logopedisten (VVL) Glenn Aerts
Belgium Union Professionelle des Logopédes Francophones (UPLF) Margot De Rom Francesca Ballatore
Bulgaria HaunoHanHo CapyxeHue Ha Jloronegute B bbnrapus (BNAL) Irena Krumova
Bulgaria Union Private practice SLT in Bulgaria (UPPSLT) Gergana Dimova Elena
Boyadzhieva-Delev
a
Croatia Hrvatsko Logopedsko Drustvo (HLD) Katarina Pavicic Dokoza
Cyprus Association of Registered Speech and Language Pathologists of Cyprus (CARSLP; ZUA\OYOG | Yiannoula Ambiza
Evveypaupévwy AoyotraBoAdywyv Kutrpou)

Denmark Audiologopaedisk Forening (ALF) Frederikke Simonsen
Estonia Eesti Logopeedide Uhing (ELU) Annika Suurkila Keiu Barndok
Finland Suomen Puheterapeuttiliitto ry (SPTL) Sini Smolander
France Fédération Nationale des Orthophonistes (FNO) Jean Laurent Astier
Germany LOGO Deutschland Petra Kradtsch-Sievert
Greece MaveAAviog ZUANOyog AoyoTTedikwv — AoyoBepatTeuTwyv (PAL) ABSENT
Hungary Magyar Logopédusok Szakmai Szévetsége (MLSZSZ) ZsoOka Sipos Bence Kas
Iceland Félag talmeinafraedinga 4 islandi (FTI) ABSENT
Ireland Irish Association of Speech and Language Therapists (IASLT) Emma Wall
Italy Federazione Logopedisti Italiani (FLI) Raffaella Citro Luigi Marotta
Latvia Latvijas Logop@&du Asociacija (LLA) Liga Janovska
Latvia Latvian Association of Clinical Speech and Language therapists Tince Strazdina Liga Savicka
Lithuania Lietuvos logopedy asociacija (LLA) Daiva Kairiene
Luxembourg | Association Luxembourgeoise des Orthophonistes (ALO) Inés Aertsen
Malta Association of Speech-Language Pathologists-Malta (ASLP) Kirby Cutajar
Norway Norsk Logopedlag (NLL)
Portugal Associacao Portuguesa de Terapeutas da Fala (APTF) Ana Tavares Jodo Mira Torres
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Romania Asociatia Specialistilor Tn Terapia Tulburarilor De Limbaj Din Romania (ASTTLR) ABSENT
Serbia Serbian Logopedics Association Jovana Janjic Neda Milosevic
Dedakin
Slovakia Slovenska asociacia logopédov (SAL) Katarina EliaSova
Slovenia DruStvo logopedov Slovenije (DLOGS) Tanja Kocjan€i€ Anotlik
Spain Asociacion de Logopedas de Espafia (ALE) ABSENT
Sweden Logopedforbundet Kerstin Wistrom
Switzerland | Association Romande des Logopédistes Diplomés (ARLD) Stéphane Jullien
Turkey Dil ve Konusma Terspistleri Dernegi (DKDT) Ahmet Konrot
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Country Association Official delt.egates Extra delegates
(non-voting) (non-voting)
Ukraine Ukrainian Society for Speech and Language Therapy (USSLT) Oksana Lialka Olena Syva
Kosovo Zé - Qendra Logopedike pér Trajtim dhe Hulumtim Leké Gjurgjiali
OBSERVER MEMBERS
Country Association Official delt?gates Extra dele.gates
(non-voting) (non-voting)
Armenia Armenian Speech Therapists' Association (ASTA) Anush Babayan

Lilit Adloyan

Netherlands

Nederlandse Vereniging voor Logopedie en Foniatrie (NVLF)

Poland

Polskie Towarzystwo Logopedyczne

Anita Lorenc

Charles-Maurice Wiserplein St., Brussels, B-1040, BELGIUM
Registration no. 860047243984-52




ITEM 1: WELCOME BY THE ESLA CHAIR
The ESLA Chair, Sahra Mengal, welcomed all delegates and declared the meeting open.

ITEM 2: APPOINTMENT OF MEETING PRESIDENT & MEETING SECRETARY

The General Secretary, Maria Kyriakou-Solomonidou, and ESLA Administrator, Theresa
Bloder, finalised the voting list and counted the voting delegates present. For each
association, only one delegate was allowed to cast the vote.

Based on the number of official delegates present, 28 votes were to be expected.

ITEM 3: APPOINTMENT OF VOTE COUNTERS/MINUTE ADJUSTERS
Petra Kratsch-Sievert (LOGO-Deutschland, Germany) and Kerstin ~ Wistrom
(Logopedforbundet, Sweden) volunteered to serve as minute adjusters.

ITEM 4: 2025-2027 Mandate Board Update by the ESLA Chair

Sahra Megal gave an update on the current workings of the newly elected Board. She
announced ESLA’s upcoming DLD awareness event in the European Parliament in Brussels
and invited the delegates to attend on October 16th. The programme and the registration
link would be shared within the next few weeks. In addition to the event, the board will hold
meetings with different European MEPs to increase awareness about the profession of
Speech and Language Therapy.

The Chair also informed the delegates about a special request from Common Training
Framework (CTF) Task Force: 13 associations had already been contacted in July, of which
unfortunately only 4 responded. Sahra Mengal reminded the delegates to please check their
email accounts and respond as soon as possible so that the TF can continue their work.

ITEM 5: Changes to ESLA Statutes

During the General Assembly in March 2025, the 2022-2025 mandate Board had suggested a
set of changes to the ESLA Statutes for the delegates to review together with their national
associations and provide feedback. Based on the responses received, the Statutes were
further amended and shared with the delegates. No further feedback was received.
Subsequently, the changes were moved to voting.

VOTE 1: ESLA Statues
Against: 0
Abstention: 0

In favour: 27*

The changes to the ESLA Statutes were approved unanimously by the delegates
(*one vote was missing after several minutes; the delegates approved to consider the vote
final).

ITEM 6: Vacant Position for ESLA Board Member

Chair of the Nominations Committee, Norma Camilleri, introduced the two nominees for the
position of the vacant Board member: Francesca Ballatore (UPLF, Belgium) and Liga Janovska
6
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(Latvijas Logop€du asociacija, Latvia). The Nominations Committee (Katarina Pavicic, Fofi
Constantinidou and Norma Camilleri) vetted the applications, and both were deemed
appropriate. Meetings with both candidates were held.

The two nominees were invited to introduce themselves to the delegates and present their
motivation to join the ESLA Board. Liga Janovska informed the delegates that she runs a
podcast, organizes trainings for SLTs and is ready to now support the ESLA Board by bringing
her courage and contributing to a strong team by taking bold decisions. She would like to
share her personal experience, energy and ideas with the Board.

Francesca Ballatore informed the delegates that she works in Brussels in early intervention
often with multilingual clients. She served ESLA as an official delegate on behalf of UPLF. She
was involved in several Task Forces (e.g., 2024 congress TF, where she helped organise the
last Congress in Bruges, Belgium). She aims to bring structure, energy and a collaborative
spirit to the association. She also wants to increase ESLA’s visibility on a European level and
strengthen the partnership with the European partners.

VOTE 2: ESLA Board Member
Francesca: 23

Liga: 5

Abstain: 0

ESLA Chair, Sahra Mengal, congratulated and thanked both nominees for their interest in
joining the Board and their contribution to the association. She welcomed Francesca
Ballatore to the ESLA Board.

ITEM 7: MOTIONS

ITEM 8: ANY OTHER BUSINESS (AOB)

If any member associations wished to raise any items to be added to the agenda for
Miscellaneous Business, these had to be received by email by a deadline of 2 weeks before
the date of the GA (i.e. by September 6" at the latest). Additional items were to be sent to

gen.sec@eslaeurope.eu.
No matters under any other business arose.

ITEM 9: SUMMING UP BY THE ESLA CHAIR & MISCELLANEOUS ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE
GENERAL SECRETARY

Before closing the meeting, the General Secretary, Maria Kyriacou Solomonidou, reminded
the delegates about ESLA’s DLD day event at the end of October in Brussels. She invited
everyone to attend the seminar from 11.00-13.00 on Thursday, October 16th. She further
informed the delegates that a private meeting with an MEP from the healthcare committee
in the European parliament will take place and that delegates can join the meeting either
before or after the seminar.

She further announced ESLA’s next webinar on October 23rd with the title “Developmental
dyscalculia — work in progress”. The General Secretary thanked the SLT Day & Webinars Task
Force members for their hard work and efforts.
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Finally, she introduced the ESLA monthly, a new format via which ESLA aims to collect and
share information with the delegates once a month rather than sending multiple emails.

ITEM 10: CLOSING OF THE MEETING

ESLA Chair, Sahra Mengal, thanked everyone for taking part in the meeting. She informed
everyone about the 2027 Congress and thanked the Portuguese association for their work.
Finally, she invited delegates to reach out to the Board with questions, queries, concerns,
and suggestions.

MEETING CLOSED AT 09.50 CEST
Responsible for the 2025 EGA Dossier are:

Maria Kyriacou Solomonidou, ESLA General Secretary
Theresa Bloder, ESLA Administrator for External Correspondence & Board Matters
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APPENDIX B — APPLICATION FOR BOARD MEMBER FRANCESCA BALLATORE

Union
Professionnelle des
Logopédes
Francophones

Francesca Ballatore
Rue des hellénes 22/1
1050 Ixelles (Brussels)
Belgium

+32 0479 028913

francesca.ballatore@gmail.com
June 5, 2025

To the attention of:
ESLA Board Members
ESLA Chair

Selection Committee

Subject: Application for the Position of Board Member

Dear Members of the ESLA Board,
Dear ESLA Chair,
Dear Members of the Selection Committees,

| am writing to express my strong interest in joining the ESLA Board as Board Member for
Communication and Engagement with Professional Associations and European Partnerships. As
a dedicated multilingual speech and language therapist, | bring a dynamic and passionate
approach to my work and am eager to contribute to the continued development and success of
our profession at the European level.

After graduating in Italy in 2015, | moved to Belgium to pursue a Master's degree, and | am
currently part of several multidisciplinary teams within a leading hospital in Brussels. My main
areas of expertise include early intervention, multilingualism, Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC), paediatric feeding disorders, and the assessment and treatment of cleft
lip and palate. These focus areas reflect my deep commitment to inclusive, evidence-based
care across diverse populations and cultures.

Over the past five years, | have had the privilege of serving as an ESLA delegate for UPLF, the
SLT association from the French-speaking part of Belgium. | have also been actively involved in
several ESLA task forces, including those for the organization of the 12th ESLA Congress in
Bruges (2024), development of materials, and education. These experiences have further fuelled
my passion for connecting professionals across Europe.

Living and working in Brussels offers a unique opportunity to engage closely with European
institutions and networks. | believe this proximity can be a valuable asset to strengthen
partnerships, enhance the visibility of our profession, and advocate effectively for speech and
language therapists at the European level.

| bring energy, structure, and a collaborative spirit to every project | undertake. My motivation
lies in building bridges between professionals, ensuring that our voices are heard, and
promoting the value of our work across Europe. | am committed to supporting ESLA’s mission
through strategic communication, stakeholder engagement, and meaningful advocacy.

It would be an honour to bring my experience, enthusiasm, and commitment to the ESLA Board.
I am confident that my background, combined with my drive to connect and inspire others, will
allow me to contribute meaningfully to ESLA's goals and values.

& uplfcontact@uplf.be
OY 8§ WWW.UPLF.BE
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Union
Professionnelle des
Logopédes
Francophones

Thank you very much for considering my application. | look forward to the opportunity to
contribute to this important mission.

Warm regards,

Al

Francesca Ballatore

Master's in Speech and Language Therapy

Current position:

Independent Consultant Speech and Language Therapist
Cliniques Universitaires Saint-Luc, Brussels
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Francesca Ballatore
22, Rue des Hellénes
1050 Ixelles, Belgium

+32479028913

francesca.ballatore@gmail.com
Date of birth: 14/03/1992

Speech and Language Therapist (Bilingual: French-Italian)

Expertise
: - Assessment and therapy for children with disabilities (including cleft lip/palate, ASD,
pediatric feeding disorders, Down syndrome)
- PROMPT-trained SLP (certified)
- Trainer in complex communication needs and cleft lip/palate
- Belgian representative at ESLA (European Speech and Language Association)

Current Professional Experience

Since 2024

SLT - Competence Centre for Severe Pediatric Feeding Disorders (CMAO), Cliniques Universitaires
Saint-Luc (Brussels)

- Evaluation and therapy for children with dysphagia

- Participation in multidisciplinary team consultations and research

Since 2021

SLT - Reference Centre for Velopharyngeal Dysfunction and Craniofacial Anomalies (Albert De
Coninck Cleft Lip and Palate Centre), Cliniques Universitaires Saint-Luc (Brussels)

- Evaluation and therapy for children with cleft conditions and craniofacial anomalies

- Participation in multidisciplinary team consultations and research

Since 2020

SLT - Reference Centre for Down Syndrome Clinic, Cliniques Universitaires Saint-Luc (Brussels)
- evaluation, therapy and counselling for communication and feeding disorders in children with
Trisomy 21

Since 2020

SLT - Reference Centre for 22q11 Clinic and related conditions, Cliniques Universitaires Saint-Luc
(Brussels)

- Evaluation and therapy for children with genetic syndromes

Charles-Maurice Wiserplein St., Brussels, B-1040, BELGIUM
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Since 2019
SLT - Psymed Center, Brussels
- Support for children with neurodevelopmental disorders (ASD, T21, feeding disorders)

Memberships & Veluntary Roles
- Trainer (since 2023): AAC and cleft lip/palate evaluation
- Co-supervisor (2022): Research thesis in paediatric feeding disorders (UCLouvain)
- Member of ESLA Task Forces (Awareness materials & Congress organization)
- Founder of COPLA (Autism SLT Community of Practice in Belgium)
- ESLA representative at UPLF (since 2019)
- Member of the ltalian SLT Order (Cuneo, registration no. 90)

Education

2016-2019

Master in Speech and Language Therapy

Université Catholique de Louvain (Belgium)

Specializations: Neurodevelopmental disorders, ENT pathologies

2011-2015
Bachelor in SLT
Universita degli Studi di Torino (Italy) — with highest honours

Languages

- Italian: Native

- French: Native-level (DALF C2 certified)
- English: Advanced

Ongoing Training (selection)

AAC and literacy, paediatric feeding disorders, pragmatic skills, oromyofunctional disorders,
ESCALADE program, PROMPT Bridging, VB-MAPP

Courses attended in Belgium, Canada (SickKids Toronto), and Europe

Academic Teaching & Speaking Engagements (selection)

2025: Lecturer/Trainer for Dentists and Speech Therapists

[UClouvain], [Brussels, Belgium], [2025]

- Conducted specialized courses and training sessions on [velopharyngeal dysfunctions and

AAC, etc.].

- Developed educational materials tailored to health professionals and speech-language

therapist.
2025 : International Conference (Host / Compere — ESLA Congress)

e [ESLA congress], [Bruges, Belgium], [2025]

o Served as the official compere for the ESLA Congress, facilitating international

sessions and introducing keynote speakers.

o Participated in roundtables and workshops on interdisciplinary collaboration
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Training Delivered
Parental coaching sessions (SLUC Hospital): for ASD and cleft patients
AAC & complex communication needs —
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APPENDIX C — APPLICATION FOR BOARD MEMBER LIGA JANOVSKA
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Biedriba
LATVIJAS LOGOPEDU
ASOCIACIJA

Registracijas Nr.4008013253, Bruninieku iela 29/31, Riga, LV-1001,
talrunis 20367175, e-pasts: lla@e-apollo.lv, logopediem@inbox.lv

The Nomination Committee
European Association of Speech and Language Therapy (ESLA)

Dear Members of the Nomination Committee,

On behalf of the Speech Therapists” Association of Latvia, 1 am pleased to nominate Mrs.
Janovska as a candidate for the ESLA Board.

Mrs. Janovska brings valuable experience to this role. She has previously served as a member of
the Additional Revenue Task Force and held the position of Financial Auditor for ESLA,

demonstrating her commitment and insight into the organization’s operations.

The candidate’s biographical statement is attached for your consideration.

Sincerely, i .

Inese Smirnova ﬁ%"/ WV
Chair of the Board

Speech Therapists® Association of Latvia

30.06.2025
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European Association of Speech and Language Therapy (ESLA)

Dear member of the Nomination Committee,

I am speech and language therapist from Latvia, currently serving as a board member of the Speech
Therapists Association of Latvia. I also run my own private practice, where I provide therapy services
and lead professional development initiatives for colleagues.

Over the past year, [ have organized training courses and created educational content for SLTs. In 2025,
I co-launched the podcast “Logopgds & Cilveks™, aimed at raising public awareness about our
profession and the broader importance of communication. I am passionate about making speech and
language therapy more visible, valued, and understood.

I am interested in becoming an ESLA Board member to share my energy, creativity, and practical
experience. I would especially like to contribute ideas on how to strengthen ESLA’s financial
foundation and long-term sustainability. I believe there are many opportunities to explore new funding
models, partnerships, and revenue-generating activities that can support the association’s mission and

growth.

I’'m also passionate about building professional visibility and pride within the SLT community across
Europe. I want to support projects that make our work more recognised and respected, both publicly
and among related professions.

At the same time, I hope this role will help me grow personally and professionally and allow me to
bring back new ideas to strengthen my national association.

I’'m excited to contribute, learn, and be part of shaping the future of SLT in Europe.

Thank you for considering my nomination,

Liga Janovska

10.07.2025.
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